There wereseveral research studies conducted on the VOT of voiceless stops of L2 English but little has been devoted to the acquisition of voiced stops of English by native Arabic speakers in particularadult Saudi learners. This study explored how stops were produced within the context of certain vowels; the focus was put on native Arabic speakers in general then on Saudi learners of English whose VOT was compared with English native speakers. 
With respect to stops, the languages of the world are often categorisedon the basis of their aspiration as well as voicing contrasts, yielding 'voicing' and 'aspiration' languages (Simon, 1 We overlook in this account the fact that in RP English there is a variant of /k/ etc. which occurs in restricted environments with short lag VOT, and unaspirated (as in skin). Section 2 of the paper now describes the objectives of the study. Research methodology will be explained in detail in section 3 and the resultspresented in section 4. Section 5 is discussion, followed by the conclusion.
‫ﺍﻟﻌﺩﺩ‬ ‫ﺍﻷﺯﻫﺭ،‬ ‫ﺠﺎﻤﻌﺔ‬ ‫ﺍﻟﺘﺭﺒﻴﺔ،‬ ‫ﻜﻠﻴﺔ‬ ‫ﻤﺠﻠﺔ‬

Objectives of the Study
The current study has two main objectives: 
Methodology
The details of the participants and research instruments used for the data collection and analysis are described in the following sections.
3.1. Participants 20 male adult Saudi learners of English living in the UK,together with 10 male Arabic native speakers from Saudi Arabia and 10 male native speakers of English from England,were selected for the study. The Saudi and English native speakers were monolinguals. The Saudi learners of English and the native speakers of English were selected from the same town in England with the intention that the VOT of the learners shouldbe judged against the VOT ranges of the kind of native speakers to whom they had been predominantly exposed during their stay in the UK. Similarly, the Arabic monolinguals were selected from the same area of Saudi Arabia which the learners came from. Thus, the Arabic monolinguals and the learners spoke as L1 the same dialect of Saudi Arabic.
As Tables 2 and 3 show, learners and monolinguals had a similar mean age. Learners had been in the UK for between one and eight years, so were judged to be advanced learners. 
Data Analysis
The recordings were analysed using Praat(Boersma and Weenink, 2012), which assisted in theidentification of the instant of the burst, and the VOT start point, for the initial stop in each utterance. Based on this information, 1080 VOTs (40 * 27) were calculated and entered into SPSS.
In order to assess the reliability of the learner VOT data, Cronbach's alpha was calculated for each stop (across the 9 repetitionsof each per learner). The reliability level was above 80% (Table 4) , which is excellentgiven that normally a minimum cut off point of 70% reliability or a Cronbach's alpha value of 0.70 is considered desirable for exploratory research (LarsonHall, 2010). 
Results
First of all, the effect of the following vowel on the VOT of the preceding consonant was tested usingANOVA. The overall effect of the vowel was not significant (F=2.28, p=.196). Two-way and three-way interaction effects of the vowel with the place of articulation and participant grouping were also non-significant (p>.1). After this discovery of lack of anyeffect of following vowels on stopVOT, the VOT values were for further analyses averaged for each stop across all three vowels. Table 6 shows that somewhat fewer produced some tokens withzero or positive VOT, of which some utterances had nativelike short lag VOT. In fact only 5 participants produced some of the repetitions of English [d] without pre-voicing, while 15 learners produced some of the labial stops without pre-voicing and 14 of them produced some of the velar stops without prevoicing. We will consider further in the Discussion the fact that some utterances were in the long lag range (>30). Tables 7 and 8 confirm, as we expected (Table 1) We also counted the total number of trials which were produced without pre-voicing (Table 10) . (Table 5) .
‫ﺍﻟﻌﺩﺩ‬ ‫ﺍﻷﺯﻫﺭ،‬ ‫ﺠﺎﻤﻌﺔ‬ ‫ﺍﻟﺘﺭﺒﻴﺔ،‬ ‫ﻜﻠﻴﺔ‬ ‫ﻤﺠﻠﺔ‬
On the other hand, table 9 shows that rather morelearners produced allthree repetitions of a particular stopfollowed by a particular vowel with non-negative VOT, and Table 10 shows (Table 7) 
